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Key Information & Contacts 

 

Corporate Contact Information 
  

 Telephone 03 9546 2997 

Office Hours Mon  12pm to 2pm When 
classes 

are 
going 

Tues & Wed CLOSED 

Thurs 9:30am to 3pm 

Fri 9:30am to 11:30am 

Not open on Public Holidays 

 Email 
Office 

NEWS Contributions 

 
enquiry@dandenongu3a.org.au 
news@dandenongu3a.org.au 

Web http://www.dandenongu3a.org.au 

Facebook Facebook.com/u3adandenonginc/   

 

Key Committee Contacts 
Name  Position email Phone 

Jeanette Keane 

President president@dandenongu3a.org.au 

0438 799 411 
Membership membership@dandenongu3a.org.au 

Health&Safety healthandsafety@dandenongu3a.org.au 

Secretary secretary@dandenongu3a.org.au 

Heather Seymour Vice-President vicepresident@dandenongu3a.org.au 0417 136 616 

Claudia Cespedes Treasurer treasurer@dandenongu3a.org.au 0415 108 196 

Raelene Curtis Program program@dandenongu3a.org.au 0409 850 119 

Judy Allen Publicity & 
Social Media 

publicity@dandenongu3a.org.au 0431 801 007 

David Nassau Webmaster webmaster@dandenongu3a.org.au 0423 778 753 

Alan Beale Office Manager enquiry@dandenongu3a.org.au 0408 517 504 

 

Meeting Venues 
EH Lib Endeavour Hills Library, McMahon Blvd, Endeavour Hills 

GH Guide Hall, Memorial Drive, Noble Park. 

GPNS Gloria Pyke Netball Complex, Bennet St, Dandenong 

LCC Latham Crescent Centre, Dandenong North 

NPCC 
Noble Park Community Centre - Memorial Dr, Noble 
Park   

OLN Online Class 

POD 
Paddy O’Donoghue Centre, 18 Buckley St, Noble Park, 
Dandenong North  

ROSS Ross Reserve, 9 Memorial Dr, Noble Park 

TIR 
Tirhatuan Park - (Enter Kriegel Way) off Outlook Drive, 
Dandenong North  

 
 

Committee Support 
Name  Position email 

Margot Schuhmacher Grants & Sponsorship funding@dandenongu3a.org.au 

David Purdon Newsletter news@dandenongu3a.org.au 

Dorothea Kassell Social social@dandenongu3a.org.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiry@dandenongu3a.org.au
mailto:news@dandenongu3a.org.au
http://www.dandenongu3a.org.au/
file:///D:/U3A/NEWS/2020-11/Facebook.com/u3adandenonginc/
mailto:membership@dandenongu3a.org.au
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=funding@dandenongu3a.org.au
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=news@dandenongu3a.org.au
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=social@dandenongu3a.org.au
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President’s Report 

 

With most of this semester being spent in lockdown, I would like to give 
a special thanks to all the Tutors who “pivoted” to offering their 
courses remotely and it was pleasing to note that a reasonable number 
of members had the technology and were able to cope with this change 
and continue to participate in U3A Dandenong activities. With the 
easing of restrictions, we should all be able to get back to our face-to-
face activities in a “covid safe” way for next semester. 

Again, we had to have our AGM on zoom, and special thanks to David 
Purdon for coordinating this meeting. As discussed in the meeting a 
membership fee discount for the next membership year will applied to 
all members who were financial for the past semester since we were 
unable to meet face to face. 

I would like to acknowledge all the great work done behind the scenes 
by the committee and for their support and ability to retain their sense 
of humour so we laugh and have productive committee meetings. Your 
contribution is really appreciated. Thank you. 

U3A Network has been very active in providing zoom sessions to 

discuss amongst different U3A’s how to manage the changing Covid 

requirements, improving how we market U3A activities to increase 

membership and the Network UMAS team has been improving UMAS 

and providing training to explain the updates. You have probably 

noticed the change in the format of the emails as one of the updates. 

(UMAS is the software that enables the management of memberships, 

courses and sending emails to all members) 

I have been sending out emails giving updates on activities, including 
some with details of council and other community group activities in 
the hope that there is something to interest you. When we get closer to 
the start of the semester, I will send out more information on any 
changes so you are aware of what we all have to do to recommence 
activities in a covid safe way. 

It will be great to get back to face to face classes and I look forward to 
seeing you there. In the mean time I wish you all a safe and joyous 
Christmas and New Year break. 

Jeanette Keane, President, Dandenong U3A 

 

 

From the office:   

 

The office has been closed since early August 2021 due to government-

imposed restrictions.  Fortunately, we are now using UMAS (U3A 

Membership Administration System) to maintain membership 

information in an online database. This system enables us to perform 

some administrative tasks remotely.  

The Greater Dandenong Council has informed us that their venues will 

not be available for our use for the remainder of 2021. This includes the 

office located the Paddy O’Donoghue Centre. At this stage, we 

anticipate that the office will reopen at the beginning of next Semester 

in February 2022. 
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Planned Opening Hours for next Semester in 2022 are as follows: 

Monday 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Tuesday CLOSED 

Wednesday CLOSED 

Thursday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday 9:30 am - 11:30 am 

Alan Beale 

 

Program report. 

 

Well, what a year it has been with a lot of on again off again classes, 

changes of format from face to face to zoom then back again etc. 

Hopefully most of you will be able to or already have, had a get 

together with other class members for the end of the year.    Then we 

will start fresh again next year; but only if you are fully vaccinated. 

As I write this, I am also in the process of putting the 2022-time table in 

place.  I do have some gaps. 

With the sale of the Uniting Church where the Line Dancing and Tai Chi 

was held, new venues are being sought.   

There are some Tutors who have decided to step aside and I am looking 

for replacements.  If anyone knows of someone or maybe yourself, 

please let me know at program@dandenongu3a.org.au  

The areas we need Tutors for are:   

• A French teacher 

• Singing 

• Australian History 

• Armchair Traveller (new class) 

• An assistant for Line Dancing.   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Tutors for their 

time, efforts and support put into this very difficult year.   Also, a 

special gratitude to Jeanette and the rest of the committee for holding 

it all together.  What would we have done without ZOOM? 

Until next year Happy Holidays, safe travels and stay well.   

Raelene Curtis 

PS: Here is some advice from the Beatles …. 

 

mailto:program@dandenongu3a.org.au
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Publicity 

 

Hi, I hope you are all coping well after the upheaval of the last two years. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to start next year on a better footing. 
If you have friends or family who you feel could enjoy the benefits of our U3A 
Dandenong groups, please encourage them to come along and join us. We 
need to build our membership numbers up again. 
 
We need tutors for some of our classes, 

• Armchair Travellers. 

• Australian History. 

• French language. 

• Line Dancing Assistant. 
 
If you would like to run one of these groups, please contact us. 
 
I hope you have a safe and happy Christmas, also a very happy New Year.  

 

Judy Allen 

 

Social Media / Facebook 

 

Hi all, 
I’ve just taken over our U3A Dandenong Facebook page. I’d ask if you could 
please like and follow our page as it’s the perfect way to lift our profile in the 
community. 
It may encourage people to come along and join us. 
 

If you have any photos of your particular group activities that you would like 
to be published, please send them to me.  publicity@dandenongu3a.org.au 

 
So please. LIKE our Facebook page. 

 
 
Thanks  

Judy Allen 

 

 

Class Updates 

 

Computer 

Despite all of the restrictions imposed on U3A computer classes they 
have continued on regardless.  PowerPoint classes were successfully 
conducted online using Zoom, but the “Introduction to Be Connected” 
classes had to stop after 3 sessions as these have to be face-to-face and 
restrictions made that impossible to continue.  Windows 10 and the 
Windows Q and A classes also managed to survive face to face in the 
Gloria Pyke Netball Centre (GPNC) in July then, via Zoom, through to 
November.  Not without some difficulty but survive they did. Thankfully 
the GPNC Wi-Fi had been improved so the Zoom was relatively plain 

mailto:publicity@dandenongu3a.org.au
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sailing and the Centre itself has been found to be a really suitable new 
venue.  There are good facilities and, perhaps more importantly, 
masses of free parking. 

In February we are hoping to restart the “Introduction to Be 
Connected” courses.  Be Connected is an Australian Government 
initiative aimed at increasing the confidence, skills and online safety of 
older Australians in using digital technology. So that, with the guidance 
of a U3A tutor, class members learn from the tutor then can practice at 
home to become more computer savvy. 

The PowerPoint classes prove to be popular, this time though, having to 
be carried out via Zoom.  For those members nervous of trying to join 
Zoom classes please be aware that it is simple to join in.  If you enroll 
for a class, the tutor will send you a link via email.  All you then need to 
do is click on that link at the designated time for the start of that class 
and your computer, Smartphone or tablet (iPad or Android) will take 
you to the class.  The 3-week PowerPoint extension course is based on 
new features of the latest version of PowerPoint. Includes animation 
tricks such as morphing from one slide to the next. Also, how to use 
Add-Ins such as QR4Office which allows you incorporate QR codes. 

A new class that we will try out next year will be a “Beginners through 
to Intermediate class”.  We are hoping this will tackle practical 
experiences for those unsure how to carry out tasks online such as 
getting proof of Covid vaccinations, connecting to the Internet, safety 
on the Internet, online shopping and banking, booking holidays, and 
downloading and sending photos.  Plus, if you want to, let’s top up with 
some Microsoft Word and Excel. This should be a face-to-face class 
probably at the GPNC. 

 

A New Year ahead and perhaps a new look at computer classes.  Try 
them and see for yourself.  We don’t all bite. 

Tutors: Yvonne, Alan, Vivienne and Clive 

 

Exercise 

 

Cycling 
 

Wednesday Cycling 

 

 

Well, let’s hope this lockdown era is behind us!  

Between lockdown 5 and 6 we were able to ride in a group but the 

“weather gods” spoilt the only two Wednesdays available. We cyclists 

were fortunate in that we could cycle during lockdowns albeit in small 

circles some of the time and without company. Then the magpies 

decided it was time to dive bomb us further restricting our cycling 

options. As our radius to move from home was increased it was all eyes 

on the map. Better for some but not others! 

One benefit was we came to know our suburb better but having a 

morning tea stop by oneself seemed pointless. I did throw out the 

challenge to members to see who had the most takeaway coffee shops 

in their five-kilometre radius.  
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During the upcoming holiday break those who are not away will cycle 

together. I hope to have a couple of “special” rides where we can utilize 

the trains to take us to a location outside our usual area. 

Our Xmas get-together for both cycling groups has been organized. 

After Covid regulations stated we were not to share food last year, we 

ordered takeaway to eat in a local park and agreed it was the way go 

again this year.  

Season’s greetings to all and best wishes for a happy and healthy new 

year. 

Marge Angelucci 

 

 

Friday Cycling  

 

 

 

The Covid lockdowns certainly played havoc with the Friday cycling 

group rides this term. After the first ride for the term on 30th July, all 

group rides were cancelled until 22nd October. To celebrate the 

increased freedom, the ride on the 22nd was named the “Escape to 

Country” ride, starting at Hastings and travelling to Balnarring and back 

which included the Westernport Bay board walk. The weather was 

actually good too, despite forecasts earlier in the week which had 

predicted rain. But the good weather couldn’t possibly last in 

Melbourne, so the ride on the following Friday had to be cancelled due 

to the severe weather. 

During the lockdown, most group members continued riding alone or 

with a family member, despite the distance restrictions. Some cycling 

tragics in the group rode every day, weather permitting and often 

crossed paths with other group members, adhering of course to the 

social distancing policy. The benefits of cycling were certainly evident 

during lockdown giving some measure of freedom and helping to 

maintain a reasonable level of sanity!  

 

We all look forward to the annual get-together in late November, and 

hope that next year will be back to normal as far as group cycling is 

concerned. 

 

Craig Gliddon 
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Hiking Group  
 

 

The hiking group, have managed to get in two hikes since the mid-

year.   

A small group of 4 went to Glenfern Park, in Upwey.  On a sunny June 

day, we enjoyed the tracks and even found a house that sold fresh 

honey, where Trevor bought a jar, and reported it was the best ever. 

Then, nothing until Oct 26 where 9 met at Braeside Park, all pleased to 

get out and enjoy each other's company. We enjoyed the leisurely walk 

from one end to the other around the perimeter, taking in the 

wetlands, on a beautiful sunny day.  The area was alive with a lot of 

bird life, we stood for a while watching mother duck teaching her three 

fluffy chicks to scourge for food.  Thank you, Dorothea, for planning this 

hike. Some enjoyed a coffee after at The Nest at Waterways.  We will 

all be so glad when we can lose the masks.  

Next month we hope to visit the Rhododendron Gardens, which will 

include a Sassafras/Olinda walk and also lunch at a cafe to finish the 

year. 

Suggested hikes for 2022 

Coolart Wetlands & homestead 

Saltwater Creek Reserve, Frankston (small if hot) 

Gembrook – Emerald Lake via Wrights Reserve 

Clematis to Gembrook 

Birdsland to Lysterfield Lake Park 

Churchill Park – Trig Point 

Yarra River trail / Dights Falls / Studley Park 

Cardinia Reservoir 

Cape Schanck to Arthurs Seat (Car shuttle) or part of it. 

Sugarloaf Reservoir 

 

Raelene Curtis 

 

 

 



 

NOVEMBER 2021       Page | 10 
 

  
June 2021 

 

Exercise class & Tai Chi 
 

It was a big disappointment for these 2 classes to be restricted for 

following reasons: 

1) the classes are large and require large spaces 

2) the nature of the classes require face to face movements 

3) it was difficult for me to organise it by zoom due to my care 

giving commitments. 

I am assuming that most members are keen to be active and they 

would take advantage of the easy access using you tube. There are so 

many activities related to Tai chi and Exercises that can be done in your 

own environment. 

It is also sad to note the convenience of our Tai chi class has to change. 

There will be a change of venue unfortunately but Raelene our program 

coordinator is trying her best to find a better one for us. Everyone 

should be aware by now that we cannot resume our classes till next 

year. Hopefully everything will be back to things we enjoy doing with 

U3A. 

Enjoy the freedom we are having now and the coming festive season. 

Lolita Briones 

 

 

 

 

 

Games 

Dandenong U3A Games Classes: Mah-jong, scrabble, Rummy Cub 

RUMMYKUP 

This year I enrolled in the RummyKup Group as I thought it would be 

something new that I could learn and I also knew Elizabeth who 

coordinated the group. I received an email from Raelene asking me if I 

would coordinate the group as Elizabeth was not available. After I said 

yes, I thought, “What am I doing coordinating RummyKup when I know 

nothing about the game?” 

So, I bought a game and tried to play it following the written 

instructions and also using YouTube as a guide. It wasn’t very easy, 

almost like putting a flat pack from IKEA together!! Fortunately for me 

there was one class before lockdown so Linda Bridal was able to teach 

me the rules. My husband and I have played RummyKup every 

afternoon during lockdown and we have enjoyed the game. 

Can’t wait for classes to start. 

Gill Sladen  
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History 

Dandenong U3A History Classes: Historical Battles, Australian History, 

Genealogy 

 

Historical Battles 

We have this year covered the American Civil War of 1861 to 1865 in 

detail 

  

War in the East 1861-1863 

• War in the East 1 - Introduction 

• War in the East 2 - Chronology 1861-1863 

• War in the East 3 - Background to war 1820-1860 

• War in the East 4 - Outbreak of War 

• War in the East 5 - The Warring Sides 

• War in the East 6 - The fighting Manassas -Bull Run 

• War in the East 7 - Shenandoah valley campaign 

• War in the East 8 - Battles of Second Manassas, Antietam, 
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville 

• War in the East 8A - Battle of Second Manassas 

• War in the East 8B - Battle of Antietam or Sharpsburg 

• War in the East 8C - Battle of Fredericksburg 

• War in the East 8D - Battle of Chancellorsville 

• War in the East 9 - Common soldiers 

• War in the East 10 - The world around war North and South 

• War in the East 11 - How the period ended 

 

 

War in the West 1861-1863 

• War in the West 1 - Introduction - The Nation in Crisis 

• War in the West 2 - Chronology 

• War in the West 3 - The North and South compared 

• War in the West 4 - Outbreak - A Nation at War 

• War in the West 5 - The fighting - Struggle for the Heartland 

• War in the West 6 - The Battle of Shiloh, Vicksburg and Stone's 
River 

• War in the West 7 - Union campaign on the Mississippi and siege of 
Vicksburg 

• War in the West 8 - Billy Yank and Johnny Reb at War 

• War in the West 9 - Portrait of a soldier - John Beatty, a Union 
soldier 

• War in the West 10 - The world around war - Societies at war 

• War in the West 11 - Portrait of a civilian - Kate Stone, a 
Confederate civilian 

• War in the West 12 - How the period ended - The promise of 
summer 

 

 

and commenced ……  

 

War in the East 1863-1865  

• War in the East - 1 - The war in the East 1863-1865 

• War in the East - 2 - Warring sides from innocents to Warriors 
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• War in the East - 3 - The fighting 1863 - The Battle of Gettysburg 

• War in the East - 4 -The fall and winter of 1863-64 

• War in the East - 5 - Into the Wilderness 
 

Our course “U3A Historic Battles” has moved to the Zoom platform as 

of 2/8/2021, 

Since then, we have covered: 

• War on the Waters (the Union and Confederate navies during the 
Civil War) 

• The Battle of Shiloh 

• The Battle of Antietam 

• Jackson’s Valley Campaign 

• McClellan’s Peninsular Campaign 

• The Battle of First Bull Rub 

• The Battle of Ball’s Bluff 

• The Battle of Wilson’s Creek 

• The Battle of Belmont (Grant’s first Command) 

  

We still have five lectures to go if this long weekends Monday is 

decided to continue else four more topics. 

 So, it’s been pretty full on for our group. 

David Nassau 

 

Hobbies 

Dandenong U3A Hobbies Classes: Drawing/Water Colours, 

Photography, gardening, knitting & Crochet, Parchment Craft, Book 

Group 

 

Drawing 
 

Whilst we have not had classes many members of the drawing and 

painting class have talked on the phone; the majority are not on email 

or internet.  In the last half of the year two members calibrated as best 

they could a 90th birthday; congratulations to Ron and Audrey. 

Drawing and painting is a great way to pass time during lockdown, so 

learning to draw has been invaluable.  

A morning tea at a cafe is being planned for Wed. 17th Nov. 

We hope to see you all well and safe in the new year. 

Raelene Curtis 

 

Book Group 
 

Our book group usually meets at the Endeavour Hills library on the 

second Tuesday of the month. At these meetings we chat about book 

we read over the previous month. However, for the latter part of 2021, 

the library has only been open for “click and collect”.  We started 

meeting via Zoom in August. It seems to me that the group found the 

transition to Zoom quite straight-forward.   
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U3A Dandenong is a member of the Endeavour Hills library’s book club 

program. The program arranges for the supply of a set of up 10 copies 

of various popular books. In addition to supplying the books, the Library 

also provides Discussion Notes for each book. The notes provide 

additional background material including interviews with the author. 

Also included in the Notes is a list of discussion points and questions. 

From time to time the library arranges literary events including In-

person presentations by popular authors. The library has an extensive 

list of “book club” books featuring both fiction and non-fiction from 

Australian and International authors.  

Our discussions are often in-depth and quite wide ranging. As a group, 

we work together to develop a better understanding of the intention of 

the author.  We share a common love of reading and a willingness to 

express our opinions on the books and their authors. We aim to expand 

our literary horizons by reading a variety of genres. 

Since July we have read and discussed the following books: 

“The Giver of Stars” by Jojo Moyes  

“The Weekend” by Charlotte Woods 

“My Fathers Daughter” by Sheila Fitzpatrick 

We are currently reading “The Secret Son” by Jenny Ackland.   

New members are very welcome. At the time of writing there are spare 

spots available. If you wish to join the group, please feel free to call me 

on 0407 097 347.  

Alan Beale 

 

Knitting & Crochet 
 

 

 
Knitting Natters and Happy Hookers (aka Knit & crochet) 
Thursdays 12.30 pm Gloria Pyke Netball Complex, Dandenong Showgrounds. 
 
What have you been doing since the pandemic started in Australia 
2020?  I'm working on my PhD (Project is half Done). 
 
Lorraine's craft room is like an alien movie. There are UFOs (Un-
Finished objects) everywhere. l've completed and made three 'poncho' 
type tops in green/mauve, reds and a combination of red, black and 
white. Two have been worn continually as a pop over to go shopping, 
then by slipping my arms through the specially designed armholes I can 
do general household chores and gardening if time or energy allows. 
I've turned a black garbage bag full of variegated yarn into 25cm 
squares which now fill a 55-litre container. They are still to be joined 
together to make knee rugs. 
 
Margaret has been sewing be-spoked face masks for her family and 
others, finished Lorraine's purple handbag (it only took two years) as 
well as many colourful, diagonally striped beanies for the homeless. 
Laughter isn't the best medicine, knitting is - it leaves you in stitches. 
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Handcrafts keeps our hands busy, our minds calm, our heads happy and 
family and friends warm. God would not have made us crafters if he 
wanted us to cook and clean all day. 
 
We look forward to meeting you face to face when, (hopefully) class 
starts back next February 2022. 
 

Margaret Sheffield and Lorraine Bishop 

 

Line Dancing 
Wednesdays, 10:00 am (new venues still to be confirmed) 
 
 

 
 
 
A day/year without Iine dancing is ………………………………………………… 

(Insert your own words). 
Next year when we hopefully return to 'face to face' dancing (or in 
straight lines) we will probably say: "l love this dance, but how does it 
start?" 
We'll feel like 'beginners' again so it's the perfect opportunity for new 
people to have a go. Give it at least one semester before giving up on 
trying something new. You didn't learn to walk immediately after 
learning to stand. We don't worry about making a wrong step - we just 
bump into someone or learn to quickly move out of the way. 

 
My breathing/health has deteriorated a lot more this year but I still 
love to teach and really need others to do the physical dancing on stage 
while I call the steps and play the music. Still working on this medically 
e.g., lost half a kilo in five weeks on a strict diet that previously I could 
lose one kilo a week. 
 
*There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 
heaven:  

a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance. 

 
*Quote from the Christian Holy Bible, Ecclesiastes chapter 3 verses 1 
and 4. 
 
One of our favourite dances is called "Red Hot Salsa". 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next year I hope to see men and women in disguise (wearing masks), 
vaccinated and wearing their U3A name tag with the reverse side filled 
in at our new venue on Wednesday mornings. BYO morning tea. 
 
Lorraine Bishop 
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Photography 
Second Semester Photography Class REPORT 

Dates: 22/7/21-25/11/21 Frequency: Thursday 1000-1200 

Location: Paddy O Donoghue Centre 

 

During this Semester, we lost 4 weeks due to Covid lockdown. Class was 

then resumed via Zoom. This has allowed new members to join. We are 

extremely fortunate and privileged to have Tim Keane joining us. As 

Secretary of the Waverley Camera Club, he has brought his great 

wealth of knowledge and experience to share with all members. He is 

now the technical lead of the class. All members are very appreciative 

and grateful for his selfless input. 

Tim has gone through some basic aspects of photography and editing 

software. We will apply this on 11/11/21 during a field trip to Braeside 

Park.  

On 2/12/21, we will have a picnic at Braeside Park to celebrate the end 

of Semester 2. In 2022, we hope to have face-to-face meetings and 

more field trips. 

Cjeng Toh 

 

 

Language 

Dandenong U3A Language Classes: Italian, Spanish, French, Chinese. 

 

Spanish 
 

During this past semester, while in lockdown, Spanish class continued 

working towards enhancing student's knowledge and understanding of 

the language, grammar and traditions across the various Spanish 

speaking countries.  

Through daily Zoom, Facetime, WhatsApp, phone calls, messages and 

emails, we all remained in contact and I was able to meet each 

student's individual needs.  

Now that the restrictions have eased, while still following the DHHS 

guidelines, we were able to finally reunite at Latham Crescent Park.  

Thank you to Loretta Cappellari and Gill Sladen for assisting in 

organising this reunion. We all had a fantastic morning catching up, 

sharing experiences and socialising over coffee. 

We will have a well-deserved break in November as we have been 

constantly working throughout the semester. 

Next semester, if restrictions allow, I plan to continue with my Spanish 
language program, with an emphasis on pronunciation, phrasing and 
conversation.  
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A big thank you to each and every student, including Dorina La Brooy, 
who has recently joined our class. Even during these tough times, every 
student was able to adapt while continuously bringing their enthusiasm 
and positivity to class. 

I wish everyone a well-deserved safe and relaxing holiday.  

 

Gloria Skalicka 

 

Life 

Dandenong U3A Life Classes: Current Affairs, Behavioural Science, 

Effective Communication, Philosophy. 

 
Current Affairs 
 

 

Although almost all of our classes have been zoom only, we have 

enjoyed good attendance. Only a couple of our regular class 

participants have missed the zoom classes. 

At one stage we were finding that there was too much talk about 

Covid-19 and so we recently decided to make some changes to ensure 

that our discussion subjects became a bit more varied. In essence the 

class is now Current Affairs and Topical Talk. 

Changes have been made with the agreement of the class.  These are 
intended to increase participation. Although it is good that there is 
strong input from some of our participants it is important to support 
others to become more involved.   
 

We are now encouraging each of the attendees to take a turn: 

• Initially to select a subject from the topic list (see below) 

• To respond to a question (raised by the class host relative to the 
subject) 

• To then host discussion of the subject – as each person raises their 
hand and provides comment or question the host would initially 
respond and then takes more questions/comments 

 

The changed format facilitates wider discussion and greater 

participation. We have had a couple of weeks with this new format and 

so far, so good.       

 

Topic List 

Beauty Books Challenge Controversy 

Cooking Crime Dreams Education 
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Topic List 

Environment Family First Dates Food 

Family Friends Friends & 
Family 

Gifts 

Goals Hobbies Journalism Kids 

Life Love Money Motivation 

Music Personal 
Likes 

Personality Plans 

Politics Real-World Restaurants Risk 

Shopping Sleep Social Sports 

Success Technology Time Work 

Science Movies Humans  

 

When we get back to class next semester, we still want to run zoom 

attendance at the same time. This enables participation by members 

who have transport challenges. We did start this at the beginning of the 

semester but had some technology hurdles. Hopefully these have now 

been resolved by the purchase of a table microphone.  

Aside from these changes we are also inviting external participants. 

In September, Sue Dawkins, Hobsons Bay (who attended our AGM) 
participated in one of our classes. It was great to have a different 
perspective from a member of another U3A.  

In November, Julian Hill, politician and the Member of Parliament for 
Bruce in the House of Representatives, will be attending via zoom. We 
also have ideas to invite others with the current list of options: 

o COTA - Council on the Ageing 

o OPAN - Older Persons Advocacy Network 
o National Seniors Australia 
o DHSS – Disability Services 
o Gabrielle Williams – State MP Dandenong 

 
We will offer speakers the opportunity to attend in person or via zoom.  
The ease of attending via zoom does enable speakers to more readily 
accept our invitation. 
 
David Purdon 
 

The Current Affairs class is informative, social and fun. 

It meets the U3A expectation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE~LEARN~ENJOY 
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NOVEMBER 2021       Page | 18 
 

  
June 2021 

U3A Network Victoria News 

 

The U3A Movement in Victoria was 

Highly Commended 

in the Victorian Disaster Resilience Awards!  

On Monday, 4 October, the Victorian Emergency Management 

Commissioner, Andrew Crisp, announced the Australian Disaster 

Resilience Awards in the Victorian Division.  Our U3A Network 

nomination in the Community section was recognised with a 'Highly 

Commended’ Award, for our efforts in working with the Seniors 

community throughout the COVID Pandemic.  The judges 

were particularly impressed with our pivot of the movement to online 

and with offering digital services and education for the actively ageing. 

  

The Award is a prestigious one and one that we can be proud of.  It will 

now proceed on to National Award judging.  

 

The Community winner was the ‘Save the Children' organisation … 

always a worthy winner!  Other highly commended organisations were 

Youth Projects and the Australian Islamic Centre. 

Be Connected 

Be Connected is an Australian government initiative committed to 

increasing the confidence, skills, and online safety of older Australians. 

Be Connected aims to empower everyone to use the internet and 

everyday technology to thrive in our digital world. 

 

Be Connected is offering grants to organisations to help them start and 

maintain Be Connected digital literacy programs. The grants range from 

$2,500 to $20,000 depending on the programs being provided by the 

U3As and the number of participants. 

 

Through the Be Connected online resources, Victorians will be able to 

learn the basics of using digital devices and engaging with the internet, 

including: 

Being safer while online 

Talking to or seeing family and friends who live far away 

Finding new friends who share interests and hobbies 

Connecting with old friends 

Keeping up to date with what is happening in communities and around 

the world 

Shopping and selling online, safely, and securely. 

Individuals and U3As can sign-up to Be Connected. Individuals can be 

associated with their U3A, and U3As can form partnerships with other 

community organisations to provide the classes. 

 

Further details can be found here:  

Be Connected (esafety.gov.au)  

 

https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/
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Social Seniors Program 

Good news! Public Libraries Victoria, Telstra, and the Victorian 

Government Seniors Card Age Friendly Partners Program have agreed 

to continue to collaborate with U3A Network Victoria to deliver the 

Social Seniors program in 2021 - 2022. The program provides an 

opportunity for Member U3As to strengthen their relationship with 

their local library. The inclusion of U3A in this collaboration is a 

successful outcome of the Building Community Engagement (BCE) 

program. BCE has assisted some Member U3As source meeting rooms 

and form relationships with local libraries to partner in the delivery of 

classes and activities that will benefit their U3A members and provide 

an opportunity for membership growth.  

 

What will a U3A member learn? 

 

How to: 

Manage their online privacy and security 

Find and connect with online groups and social opportunities in their 

areas 

Use digital technology in their everyday life 

Have more confidence to go online to research areas of interest, 

manage your banking, pay bills, and access local services 

Hopefully have a few laughs and make some new friends in the 

process! 

Support provided to Member U3As delivering the program 

 

The support available to participating U3As is: 

• Access to facilitator support to deliver the program 

• Introduction to a local library representative to establish a longer-
term partnering relationship 

• Additional funding available to support ongoing programs based on 
the number of sessions delivered by each U3A 

You do not need to have extensive online experience – just a 

willingness to learn! 

 

U3A Joins Ministerial Advisory Group 

In late 2020, U3A Network on behalf of the U3A movement was invited 

to join the Senior Victorians Advisory Group (SVAG) set up by the 

Minister for Aged Care, Luke Donellan.  

This group was established to provide input to the government’s 

program supporting older Victorians through the pandemic and 

bushfire recovery. In particular, government departments recognise 

that many older citizens are in danger of isolation and loss of 

community and social contact. Susan Webster represents us at the 

meetings. 

 

Network is one of 30 peak bodies providing our views and suggestions 

on how the government and all of us can overcome these dangers. In 

particular, the government is acknowledging the U3A movement’s 

move to digital delivery of courses and activities and also the work of 
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individual U3As in partnering with other community groups and local 

government. Our work in both areas offers more opportunities to 

seniors both inside and beyond our movement.  

 

The Seniors Commissioner, Gerard Mansour, will meet in March with 

the Network Committee to discuss our movement’s plans and some of 

the challenges we work against to keep all our members involved and 

socially connected.  

 

Here is the link to the Ageing Well report, released in October 2020, 

that informs SVAG's focus. 

 

U3A Alliance Australia Bulletin 

A newsletter from the peak body for U3A Networks in Australia, 

covering activities from across Australia.   

Latest edition - August 2021 

Information on the U3A Alliance Australia can be found in this 

brochure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial 

 

After weeks of lockdown, it seemed odd to invite our members to 

provide an update for the newsletter. The truth is we have not been 

doing very much – certainly a lot less than we would in a normal year. 

With time on our hands, we should be getting all those things done 

around the house that we usually leave to one side because we haven’t 

got the time. It is interesting how when we do have the time, the 

motivations seem to wane to an even greater extent. They do say that 

you should always ask a busy person for help as they are more likely to 

make it happen.  

 

I really do understand why people have been feeling down. The 

freedom to get out and walk with our friends or our family has always 

been taken for granted. As those freedoms are now returning to us, 

how good it is! Hopefully we never forget what we have endured 

together in order to overcome Covid-19. 

 

Like most people, I have been so disgusted by the anti-vaxers and to 

some extent those who are vaccine hesitant. In World War 2 everyone 

stood together against a common enemy. Covid-19 is essentially WW3 

but there are those who think only of themselves, who shun the facts. 

https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/services-information/commissioner-for-senior-victorians/ageing-well
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/services-information/commissioner-for-senior-victorians/ageing-well
https://u3avictoria.org.au/s/U3AAA-Bulletin-No-32.pdf
https://u3avictoria.org.au/s/U3AAABrochureOctober2018.pdf
https://u3avictoria.org.au/s/U3AAABrochureOctober2018.pdf
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Winston Churchill said “the needs of the many outweigh the needs of 

the few”. It was that type of thinking that enabled the war to be won.   

 

Those who blurt out that it is their right to freedom, simply choose to 

misunderstand that the Human Rights Charter invokes to the right for 

us all to be free – that means we should be fighting together for our 

collective freedom – doing whatever is necessary to achieve it – Yes, 

getting vaccinated. 

 

I wonder how it got to this situation: 

• So many young people believe fake news rather than the facts. 

Trump was the initial perpetrator of the slogan fake news, but 

that was a case of ‘dirty dogs smell their own dirt first’ 

• Protestors from construction sites who have been able to work 

throughout the pandemic complaining that they can’t eat 

together! How unfortunate that out of 300,000 construction 

workers a handful give the whole industry a bad name. Most of 

them just want to get on with the job. As we now know, most of 

the protestors were not even construction workers but part of 

the ‘rent a mob’ group. 

 

I do thank the emergency services for doing a magnificent job 

• The medical staff (doctors, nurses, paramedics, epidemiologists 

etc) for their ongoing commitment and the extended hours that 

they have worked to support the community. 

• Police for their work to keep us safe. I commend them for their 

willpower and application of reasonable force when faced with 

an ill-informed mob.  

Technology has been a saving grace. Our continued zoom U3A 

meetings have provided a welcome weekly chat with friendly faces and 

voices. Once again, we held our AGM on zoom. As we return to the new 

normal, it is important that we provide help to ensure that all of our 

friends understand how to use the technology. The last 2 years have 

proven that we never know what is round the corner. 

Fingers crossed that 2022 will be so, so, much better.       

David Purdon, News Editor 
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Course Timetable / Semester 2 - 07/02/2022 – 24/06/2022 

 

Venue Codes   

EHL - Endeavour Hills Library   

10 Raymond McMahon Blvd. Endeavour 
Hills 
GH - Guide Hall, Memorial Drive, 
Noble Park  

GPNS - Gloria Pyke Netball Stadium   

Greaves Reserve, Bennet St, Dandenong 
West 

LCC - Latham Crescent Centre  

NCCC - Noble Park Community Centre   

Ross Reserve, Noble Park 

On line classes  

POD - Paddy O'Donoghue    

18 Buckley St, Noble Park 
Ross Reserve - Memorial Drive, 
Noble Park   

TIR - Tirhatuan Park,  

Kriegal Way, Dandenong North 

 

This timetable is the 

latest information 

available at the time 

of print but it is a 

DRAFT. Please 

check the website 

for updates. 
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