
   

September 2020 

Notice to all Members 

AGM Rescheduled 

 

AGM 

As previously advised, the Committee’s preference was to defer the AGM until we could meet 

physically. The latest government advice now makes it clear that we cannot hold indoor meetings 

with 50+ until “COVID NORMAL” – where there are new cases state-wide for 28 days. 

In these circumstances, we feel that we cannot delay the AGM any further and plan to proceed via a 

Zoom meeting on Monday 5th October at 10am. 

Meeting Purpose 

The purpose of an AGM is to give members a report on the activities and finances for the previous 

year, to allow time for members to ask questions, and to elect committee members. 

An Annual Report has been prepared and is available to view on our new web site at 

dandenongu3a.org.au .  Much has been achieved and provides a good basis for U3A Dandenong to 

move forward. However, we are concerned that the Committee is not receiving sufficient support 

from our membership in terms of new Committee members. The situation is now dire. Seven 

Committee Members are standing down. With some reorganisation the Committee can run with 

fewer numbers but 3 of our essential positions are vacant and there have been no nominations at 

this stage for: 

• President 

• Vice-President 

• Secretary 
 

HELP! 

I urge you to consider putting your name forward and/or to encourage other members. These 
positions (and Treasurer) are compulsory requirements.  If we cannot fill them, then the existing 
Committee would have no choice but to initiate the steps required to wind up our much-loved 
Dandenong U3A.   

Even if you are not comfortable to join the Committee please let us know if you are prepared to join 

a support team. Every little helps and working together in small teams is both social and rewarding. 
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Nominations for Committee 

If you wish to propose a member (this can be yourself) for the Management, please: 

1. Email secretary@dandenongu3a.org.au no later than 28th September, at least seven (7) days 
before the Annual General Meeting is to take place. 

2. Ensure that all parties are copied into the email i.e. Nominee, Proposer and Seconder. 
3. Provide the following details 

• your name 
• your seconder 
• name of the person you are proposing (this can be yourself). 
• confirmation that you have received their agreement to the proposal (or cc them on the 

email) 
• preferred position or positions on the committee (all Committee Members must be 

office-bearers) 

If you wish to stand for a position and would like assistance to get a nominator and seconder, please let 
me or any of the current Committee Members know and we will gladly help. 

Support 

Please advise the secretary secretary@dandenongu3a.org.au if you are prepared to help on a support 

team.  Nominations are not required for support positions. If you are prepared to help then you are 

hired! 

Proxy Votes 

It is recognised that not all of our members will be comfortable to use Zoom and we are therefore 

encouraging “proxy” votes.  To this end, please let me know if it is your intention to attend so that 

we can monitor the expected attendance and check if we are likely to achieve the minimum, 

numbers required to hold the AGM.  

Send the email to secretary@dandenongu3a.org.au 

Enter the Subject AGM Attendance 

In the body of the email enter one word Yes/ No/ Proxy 

Proxy If you are not attending and 
entered PROXY, please provide the 
name of the person to whom you 
are allocating your proxy vote. You 
may choose any of these 
Committee Members or any other 
member that you know will be 
attending.  Proxy votes must be 
received by 2 October 2020 to be 
valid. 

Proxy Names You may select from the following: 

• Vivienne Fernandes 

• Jim Archibald 

• David Purdon 

• Claudia Cespedes 

• Jeanette Keane 

• Raelene Curtis 

• Shirley Constatine 

• Beryl Potter 

• Rikki Davies 
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• David Nassau 

• Alan Stevenson 

• Yvonne Toomey 

• Heather Seymour 
Or 

• A member who agrees and 
is attending the AGM 

 

 

Zoom Meeting 

• A meeting link will be provided to all members by email on the Friday preceding the meeting (2nd 

October).  

• All that is required is to click on the link in order to go to zoom. You do not need to download any 

software. 

• Once you have accessed zoom, you will be placed in a zoom waiting room until the meeting 

facilitator lets you in. 

• Once in the meeting, the rules of the meeting will be explained but you should note that your 

audio should be muted unless you have been invited to speak. Questions will be invited and you 

need to raise your hand in front of the camera to indicate that you wish to speak. 

 

Elections  

The constitution provides for annual voting of office bearers. Our by-laws introduce a standard 2-

year term but the committee member may, at their discretion, step down after 1 year.  

These rules apply only to members elected at the Annual General Meeting and not those appointed by 

the Management Committee to replace members who have resigned.  Those Members appointed to 

replace elected members automatically stand down. 

 

STANDING DOWN 

Members who have completed two-year terms 
and will be standing down are  

Vivienne Fernandes, Jim Archibald, Shirley 
Constantine and Audrey Goldburg,  

Members who have completed one year but have 
decided to stand down 

David Purdon, Beryl Potter and Ulrike Davies 

 

CONTINUED AVAILABILITY 

Committee members elected at the last (25th) 
AGM have decided to continue for a further year 

(2021)  
 

Raelene Curtis – Program 
Jeanette Keane - Membership 
Claudia Cespedes - Treasurer 
Heather Seymour - Office Manager 
Alan Stevenson - Publicity 

Member seeking re-election David Nassau – Webmaster 
Yvonne Toomey - Health & Safety 
 

 

 

VACANT POSITIONS 



 

COMMITTEE SUPPORT 

President 
Vice-President 

Secretary 
Funding (Grants & Sponsorship) 

 
Nominations required – see below 

Newsletter 
Office 
Social 

Social Media (Facebook Administration) 
 

Support Positions are not subject to elections. 
Please advise the secretary 

secretary@dandenongu3a.org.au if you are 
prepared to help on a support team. 

 

 

Notes 

• Persons nominating, seconding and standing for election must be financial members of the association 
for the year 2019/2020.  

*See note below regarding extension of membership for all 2019/2020 members. 

• You may nominate and/or second more than one candidate. 

• Elections will only be held if the number of nominated candidates exceeds the number of vacancies on 
the Committee. 

• If insufficient nominations are received to fill the vacancies, nominations will be called for from the 
Zoom participants on the day of the Annual General Meeting and nominees will be elected on a “first 
come, first served” basis. 

 

If more than the required number of Committee Members are submitted, a ballot will be held at the 

AGM. 

If exactly the required number is submitted, then those members will be deemed to have been elected 

and no ballot will be held. 

If less than the required numbers are submitted, the proposed members will be deemed to have been 

elected and further nominations will be taken from the floor.  These nominations will be deemed to be 

elected on a “first come, first served” basis. 

In the event that the required numbers are still not reached at the AGM, the remaining vacancies may be 

filled by appointment of the elected Management Committee.  Committee positions are decided at the 

first meeting of the newly elected Management Committee. 

 
* Only financial members are able to take part in elections. In the current circumstances, paid-up 
members for the financial year 2019/ 2020 have had their membership extended to enable them 

to vote at the AGM.  
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Members are invited to attend the twenty-sixth Annual General Meeting of the Association on  

Monday, October 5th 2020 – 10am/11:30am 
 

 

LINKS -  Dandenong U3A/Latest News 

• AGM 2020 – Agenda 

• Annual Report 2020 

• Minutes of 2019 AGM 

 

Regards 

David Purdon 

Secretary, U3A Dandenong 

 

 

 

Footnote: We have replaced our old website with a brand new one. Although not completely 

finished, it is now in use. Please have a look and explore. We are sure you will love the changes. 

Please feel free to send any suggestions to UMAS@dandenongu3a.org.au 

 

https://dandenongu3a.org.au/category/latest-news/
mailto:UMAS@dandenongu3a.org.au

